
  
 
 

 

PHILOSOPHY AND AIMS 

Our school philosophy begins with the needs of the child and reaches out towards the family and future. It 
is essential that the school should be an island of stability where a child can be secure and happy whatever 
social pressures exist outside. The responsibility for creating that happy, welcoming, secure environment 
rests with those of us who work in the school, supported by parents, governors and others who work with 
us to achieve these ends.  

Education is life itself. We believe that our School Curriculum should reflect the spiritual, emotional, 
intellectual and physical growth.  As a result of this feeling and sensitivity should develop alongside 
knowledge and skills and so enable every individual to be successful. We aim to achieve this by presenting 
appropriate learning opportunities for our children in a progressive and structured way throughout their 
experiences at school. We encourage children to analyse their work and reflect upon their achievements, 
and value the opinion of others. Children are openly encouraged to develop growing responsibility for 
themselves, their work and their equipment.  

We believe that this philosophy will only be realised if it is developed within a happy, secure environment 
and in an atmosphere of trust, consideration, tolerance and care, existing between all members of the 
school community.  

 

THE SCHOOL  

Pikemere School is situated in a quiet, private residential area of Cheshire and has the benefit of three 
acres of land providing excellent educational and recreational opportunities for the pupils. Each class has a 
planting area and we regularly enter the local Alsager in Bloom competition. The school was opened in 
1968 and is a comfortable building providing classroom space for seven age groups along with additional 
space for additional needs to be met for individuals or groups.  Pikemere School is an active member of the 
Alsager Community Trust. 

At present there are seven classroom bases, a resource room, two SEN rooms and a multi-purpose hall fully 
equipped with P.E. apparatus. Reading areas have been developed in every classroom with children’s 
seating and colourful rugs and shelving. A designated library for infants has also been created and can be 
found alongside a well resourced cookery area. 

From September 2019 we will be offering Wraparound Care for all children attending the school.  This will 
be in the form of Breakfast, After-school and Holiday Club.  These will take place in the mobile building at 
the back of the school.  

Every class has a number of PCs, within each classroom, which are networked and have internet access. 
The school also has laptops boasting interactive technology which can be transported between the 
classrooms, IPads, DVD players, colour laser jet printers and modern sound systems. The hall has surround 
sound linked to projectors, microphones and DVD player. 

An adventure playground has been installed within a large natural woodland area of trees and shrubs. 
Towers, ramps, nets, ropes, ladders and walk ways and suspension bridges provide both recreational and 
educational facilities for the children to enjoy. Each item is sited on a special surface. This was built in 
memory of a former pupil from donations by his parents, friends and so many kind people. The school has 
three spacious hard surface play areas for the Early Years Foundation Stage, Key Stage One and Two, with 
colourful markings and quiet seating areas. The Early Years Foundation Stage and Year One also benefit 
from a sheltered and secure play environment which allows them to access outdoor learning all year 
round. 



 

 

 

 

 

ADMISSIONS 

Parents who are considering sending their child to Pikemere Primary School are encouraged to visit the 
school to meet the Head teacher, staff and children to experience a typical day. Parents should note that 
they must complete the admission forms from the Local Authority by the set deadline (usually the 
Christmas before your child is due to start). These admission forms are available from the Cheshire East 
website and can be submitted electronically. As a Foundation School the Governing Body has responsibility 
for the Pupil Admission Numbers and setting the Admissions Policy but we fall in line with Cheshire East 
guidelines.  We do not keep a waiting list at school. For further information, please email 
admissions@cheshire.gov.uk or telephone 0845 1110304. For details of our catchment area visit - 
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/admissions/catchment_maps/primary_school_catchment_maps
.aspx 

 

 

SCHOOL ORGANISATION 

The organisation of the school is dependent on the number on roll, number of pupils in each age group, 
number of teachers and teaching areas available. We always endeavour to keep class sizes to a minimum 
depending on funding. At present there is one class per year group. The school has a sizeable contingent of 
teaching assistants who support the children in class on a part time basis. The Pupil Admissions Number is 
30 children and where possible we maintain this through both Key stages.  

 

THE SCHOOL CURRICULUM 

The National Curriculum divides the whole curriculum into subject areas as follows: -  

 
Core Subjects 

English, Mathematics, Science and ICT. 

 
Foundation Subjects 

History, Geography, Art, Music, Design Technology, Personal, Social, Health Education and Physical 
Education  

 

Religious Education 

Religious Education is a statutory requirement but does not feature as part of the National Curriculum. We 
therefore follow Local Authority guidelines which have informed our policy and scheme for R.E. Parents 
have the right to withdraw children from Religious Education and from school assemblies if they so wish.  

French is currently delivered in Key Stage Two classes by a qualified modern foreign languages teacher.  
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THE PLANNING AND DELIVERY OF THE CURRICULUM 

The time children spend at school is limited therefore we must plan for them to use this time in the best 
possible way. We use a variety of teaching methods including whole class teaching, group work and 
individual programmes of study integrated across the curriculum, based on the needs of the individual 
child. We aim to provide a curriculum which is sound in basic principles, reflects the requirements of the 
National Curriculum, and offers stimulating and memorable learning opportunities.  

The learning situations we present will be relevant to the children’s interests and stage of development. 
Wherever possible they will be stimulated by practical and visual experiences. Our school curriculum is 
based on the belief that a child learns through listening, seeing, smelling, touching, tasting and 
experiencing through their many senses, the richness of life. It is the richness that we endeavour to mirror 
in our School Curriculum.  

We teach subjects and skills in an integrated way whenever possible. We plan our work each term to 
include relevant aspects of Core and Foundation subjects in a creative approach which ensures adequate 
coverage of Programmes of Study and Attainment Targets whilst ensuring that the activities undertaken 
are stimulating and meaningful for the children. Thorough planning and excellent organisation on the 
teachers’ part is the key! 

 

EDUCATIONAL VISITS 

Many school visits support our school curriculum to add breadth and practical experience. Pikemere School 
is committed to the value of educational visits, both day and residential.  

Day or half Day visits 

Funding for these visits can only be collected from parents on a voluntary basis. Parents will be notified of 
the cost and asked for a voluntary contribution. No child will be excluded if families are unable to make a 
donation, but if insufficient contributions in total were received, the visit would not be viable and therefore 
not proceed.  

Residential Visits 

We aim to provide our pupils with the opportunity to take part in residential visits during Key Stage One (In 
Year 2) and Key Stage Two (Year 3, Year 4 or 5 and Year 6). Participation is desirable but not compulsory.  

All visits are thoroughly researched and assessed. A risk assessment is completed for each activity within 
each day in accordance with Cheshire East Council Evolve guidance. These assessments are available on 
request.  

Residential visits develop children’s social skills, enable them to build relationships with other children and 
adults and encourage developing maturity and self-confidence.  All teaching staff value highly the unique 
opportunities a residential visit can offer both educationally and socially. The visit does, however, rely 



heavily on the commitment of the staff and the use of a significant amount of their free time. We hope 
parents appreciate this contribution and value the opportunities that residential visits provide for pupils.  

 

 

 

 

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Pikemere has a good reputation for offering a wide range of after-school clubs. They are run by teaching 
staff, teaching assistants and specialists. The choice of clubs changes throughout the year to ensure equal 
access and variety.  

Key Stage Two pupils are able to take weekly tuition in strings, woodwind, guitar, keyboard and brass 
instruments. There is a scheme which allows parents to hire or purchase instruments if they so wish. The 
choir is very well attended and often represents the school at a range of different events and social 
functions. 

We have enthusiastic netball, football, cricket and hockey teams who compete regularly with other local 
schools. Sports coaching is organised differently each term so that different year groups are able to attend 
if they wish. Sports leagues and competitions are organised each year as part of Alsager Community Trust. .  

Also available are clubs such as Choir, Drama, Cookery, Spanish for fun, Dance, Gardening, Art and Craft. 
When outside specialists are asked to run clubs they often make a small charge in order to cover their 
costs. Many sporting clubs are also provided like Football, Gymnastics, Netball and Ju-Jitsu, some of which 
are delivered by outside agencies and often culminate in interschool competitions. 

After school clubs help to provide a broad range of experiences that develop the whole child. For more 
information please ask for an application form and timetable from the school. 

 

PASTORAL CARE AND DISCIPLINE 

We believe that we share with parents in the responsibility for the well-being and safety of the children in 
our school and we make every effort to provide the care with which any responsible parent would be 
expected to make.  

The class teacher is concerned not only for the educational progress but also for the personal and social 
development of your child. We try to combine high expectations with a sympathetic approach. 
Occasionally, however, problems do occur and we involve parents at an early stage. We do hope that you, 
as parents, will do the same with us. A new baby in the family, a sudden death, or even some upset at 
home could cause your child to behave differently at school, just as, a worry over school work or a fall out 
with a friend can cause you problems at home. If parents do notice in their child, a change in attitude 
towards school, or indeed a change in behaviour which concerns them, they should contact school at the 
earliest opportunity so that the cause can be identified and investigated. It is vitally important that each 
child is given an equal opportunity, and a fair chance to be happy, and achieve their true potential, we 
must work together in order to achieve this.  

Strategies that are used at Pikemere to ensure that the pupils have a 'voice' in their education including the 
use of Friendship Stops at play times and the work of the School Council. Friendship Stops are manned by 
children on a rota and provide structured play opportunities for those children who feel they don't have 
anyone to play with. School Council representatives are elected at the beginning of the academic year and 
they work collaboratively with the school community to contribute to the school development plan.  



Occasional misdemeanours or disappointing behaviour in children will usually mean a chat with the class 
teacher. There is no corporal punishment in this school, however if some correction towards behaviour is 
necessary it may take various forms e.g. staying in at playtimes to complete work/review the Home School  

 

 

 

Agreement or a chat with the Deputy or Head Teacher. In the event of continued misbehaviour you may be 
assured that parents will be contacted so that the problem can be discussed and resolved.  

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

School Times  

Morning sessions 8.55am - 11.45am KS1 

   8.55am – 12.15pm KS2 

Afternoon sessions 

 
12.45pm – 3.15pm  KS1 & FS1 

1.15pm - 3.20pm  KS2 

 

KS2 (Years 3-6) do not have a break during the afternoon session.  

 
Children should be on the school premises five minutes before the morning session begins. Please note 
that the time before the official morning session begins is a vital time for staff to prepare themselves for 
the day and therefore we request that children do not arrive before 8.45a.m.  

Lunch Arrangements 

School meals are cooked on the school premises and offer a wide, varied menu. Children may purchase a 
school meal on a daily basis; payment can be made weekly or in advance.  Pikemere School is a cashless 
school and all payments should be made via the Parentmail payment system.  Children may wish to bring a 
packed lunch from home.  Pikemere is proud to be a Healthy School and as such Parents are requested to 
bear this in mind when preparing their child’s Lunch Box.  We encourage all children to have a healthy 
balanced diet at all times.  We have midday assistants who are responsible for the children during the 
lunch period.  

 

ASSESSMENT  

Teachers are continuously assessing children to ensure progression in work and to meet individual 
children’s needs. There will be formal assessment at the end of Years Two and Six. The school will employ 
further assessments in the intervening years as necessary, to check understanding and levels of individual 
progress.  

The annual report contains feedback and comments, which detail areas of strength for each individual child 
and those areas that need development. These development areas are the ones that are often of most 
concern and so agreed targets are set by the teachers and reviewed at periodic intervals. Gradually these 



aims are met and new targets are set. Everyone benefits from the closer links which are forged in the 
process. We look forward to developing the partnership of collaboration over the coming years.   

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS & DISABILITIES 

A nominated teacher is responsible for the day-to-day operation of the school’s policy on Special 
Educational Needs & Disabilities (SEND). The school has procedures for identifying those pupils who have 
special educational needs and will ensure that each child has full access to a balanced curriculum, 
differentiated for their individual need. In order to support children with SEND, we have adopted a 
graduated response that encompasses an array of strategies. Teaching staff, parents, the child and where 
necessary external agencies are involved in decision making, to arrive at the most appropriate course of 
action in each individual case. This approach recognises that there is a continuum of SEND and, where 
necessary, brings increasing specialist expertise to bear on the difficulties that a child may be experiencing. 
Wherever possible, difficulties are dealt with in the mainstream of the school and without recourse to 
statutory assessment or statement of educational needs.  

Class Action 

The majority of children with special educational needs will be provided for at this stage. The class teacher:  
•Identifies the needs and consults both the SENDCO and parents. 
•Collates information about the child. 
•Provides the child with relevant differentiated work. 
•Progress reviewed termly. 
•The teacher or class assistants may work with the child (as part of a group) to support their individual 
needs on a daily/weekly basis.  

 

Educational Health Care Plan 

The local authority can carry out an assessment to establish whether a child requires an Educational Health 
Care Plan to meet their needs.  A request can be made by health care professionals, teachers or parents 
and reports will be requested from the educational setting and healthcare professionals as part of the 
process.  Parents are also asked about their views as well as the child, appropriate to their age. Reviews are 
held annually and involve all professionals involved with the child including the Local Authority and 
parents. 

 

Higher Ability Learners 

Some children exceed the required national level for their age group in certain subjects and it is just as 
important that these children are provided with the opportunity to develop to their full potential.  The 
class teachers plan differentiated learning opportunities, monitor and track children who fall into this 
category and report this information to Senior Leaders and SENDCO.  Children who are considered to be a 
higher ability learner are also given the opportunity to take part in specific events throughout the year, 
usually organised through our local Trust of Schools or the Local Authority. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

HOMEWORK 

At Pikemere School we have a policy of encouraging family involvement in children’s learning. To this end 
we send work home for children to complete, to discuss or share with their family. From Reception 
onwards children will receive homework which will include phonic work, reading, maths and literacy. 
Please ensure that the children make some attempt to carry out these tasks at home but avoid putting 
undue pressure on your child. Children have varying capacities and abilities when it comes to learning – 
‘little and often’ is the best advice we can give rather than forcing your child into a situation where s/he 
resents what they are being asked to do. If you are experiencing problems with your child over homework 
or class work please let us know. A copy of the homework policy is available in school.  

The school currently uses My Maths Online activities for maths homework which provide clear structure for 
children in Years One to Six. These activities provide both open ended problem solving tasks and exercises 
linking to the maths lessons taught in class.  Children are also given a Topic based homework project where 
they can choose the type of task they complete from a range.   

UNIFORM  

We support the idea of school colours at Pikemere School, these being, Royal blue, Grey and White. We 
encourage school uniform to ensure that children are tidily and appropriately dressed for school. We 
believe that it is important that fashion trends do not influence standards of dress.  

General Uniform.  

 Sensible black footwear – we do not encourage training shoes as everyday footwear. 

 Royal Blue jumper/cardigan/sweatshirt 

 Grey Skirt/Trousers 

 White shirt/polo 

 Appropriate outdoor coat 

 

PE / Games Kit  

 Blue Polo shirt with school logo 

 Blue Shorts with logo 

 Plimsolls 

 Children are asked to remove all jewellery and watches during PE lessons.  

 Beach and leisure wear are not appropriate. Also, large/baggy clothing is undesirable on the grounds of 
safety. Large rucksacks are not allowed due to storage space.  

 

It is recommended that for safety reasons jewellery should not be worn in school, but children should not 
wear items around their neck or any form of earring other than a studs. Hair of shoulder length or longer 
should be tied back. 



 
It is vital that all clothing is clearly labelled.  Please contact the school or see the following website, 
http://www.smartuniform.co.uk/ for further details. 
 
 
 

 

 

CHANGES IN HOME CIRCUMSTANCES 

All parents are required to fill in a form when their child first enters school stating how they may be 
contacted during the school day in the event of an emergency. It is important therefore, that you inform 
the school of any changes in home circumstances e.g. change of address, telephone number, place of work, 
family doctor, as soon as possible. We will also need an emergency contact number in case you are not 
available.  Requests for children to leave school during school time should be made in writing. A child will 
only be released to an adult known by staff at school unless pre agreed.  

 

HEALTH AND MEDICINES 

At various times routine medical checks are made by members of the Health Service, of cleanliness, vision, 
hearing and dental care. These are routine examinations and you will not be informed unless a problem is 
found.  

Medicines and drugs in school are an obvious danger to children and it is requested that no such drugs be 
brought into school without our knowledge. If your child is following a prescribed course of medicines and 
you wish these to be administered during the day it will be necessary for you to give written notification to 
the school. School will only administer prescribed medicines if they have staff available and trained to do 
so. Forms are obtainable from the school office. Drugs should always be handed to a member of staff for 
safe keeping and under the correct conditions.  All drugs should have been administered for at least 24 
hours before the child comes into school. 

If your child has any of the following illnesses you must keep him/her away from school for the time 
specified below: 

ILLNESS TIME OF EXCLUSION FROM SCHOOL 

 Whooping cough 21 days from onset 

 Measles 7 days from onset of rash 

 Chicken Pox 6 days from onset of rash 

 German Measles 4 days from onset of rash 

 Mumps until swellings have gone down – at least 7 days.  

 Fever/Temperature – until symptoms have subsided. 

 Sickness/Diarrhoea – it is recommended that children remain away from school for at least 48 hours 
after the last bout. 

 Parents are requested to notify the school of any chronic or contagious medical conditions. 

 Head Lice - Head lice are, unfortunately, becoming a more common occurrence in all schools today. It is 
important that if your child’s hair is infested with head lice then treatment must be given before s/he 
returns to school. Please inform the staff, so that we can do our best to ensure that your child does not 
become re-infested. Remember – anyone can get head lice – they love clean hair!  

http://www.smartuniform.co.uk/


 All head bumps and accidents will be recorded on the Cheshire East Medical Forms.  All serious 
accidents will be recorded and then transferred on to the PRIME system which reports to RIDDOR. 

 

 

 

ABSENCES 

Children should only be absent from school as a result of illness or medical treatment. Please contact the 
school before 9am, by telephone, email or using the absence reporting facility on Parentmail. Parents can 
expect to receive a letter from the school requesting written explanation for unexplained absences.  

Pikemere School has an Attendance Policy which does not allow children to have holidays during term 
time, all holiday requests will be unauthorised. Parents must make a written request to the Headteacher 
for exceptional circumstances stating the reasons for the request. A Fixed Penalty warning will be sent for 
holidays 10 sessions or under. Holidays over 10 sessions will result in a Fixed Penalty Fine being issued.  
Persistent absence will be reported to Cheshire East Local Authority and could possibly result in a fine. 

Please note that it is now a legal requirement that each school reports annually any absences that it 
considers unable to authorise. Authorised absences are those which are of a medical or serious nature, 
compassionate or exceptional circumstances. We therefore request that parents contact the school for 
further clarification if they are in any doubt.  

 

BEHAVIOUR  

We recognise the importance of a positive approach to the behaviour of children in school. We do not have 
a long list of rules, as in the vast majority of cases we rely on the children’s common sense, self-discipline 
and concept of ‘school family’. Our school aims to provide a happy and secure environment for all. The 
school behaviour policy is available upon request from the school.  

 

PARENTS AND SCHOOL 

There are many ways in which parents can help the learning of their children and contribute to the running 
of the school by being involved. Please contact the school if you have any questions. Telephone 01270 
874237 or e-mail admin@pikemere.cheshire.sch.uk 

 

Parents helping in school 

Some parents help individual teachers by working alongside them in the classroom doing a whole range of 
important and interesting activities with individuals or groups. Others accompany teachers and children on 
educational visits. We are always grateful for your time and enthusiasm in the classroom. Parents who 
work in school are asked to read the parents guidance on confidentiality. The support that is offered is 
much appreciated by all members of the school community.  All parents will be asked to complete a DBS 
disclosure. 

 

Information Evenings 

These evenings are held to inform parents of the kind of activities that are planned for their children at 
school. As more and more changes are introduced to schools these meetings will be useful opportunities 
for you to familiarise yourselves with the kind of work that your children do.  

mailto:admin@pikemere.cheshire.sch.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents Evening 

A Reception Parents’ Evening is held the term before children start school. This provides an opportunity for 
parents to meet all staff, governors and P.T.A members and discuss school life. A welcome pack of 
information is given out on this evening.   

Formal parent meetings are held in the Autumn and Summer Term.  This is an opportunity  
to discuss your child’s progress with the class teacher and to agree targets. In the Summer Term families 
are invited to an Open Morning which is an opportunity for you to share the celebrations and 
achievements with your child. Parent meetings are held in the school hall.  

In addition we encourage parents to communicate with class teachers if problems arise through the use of 
the planners or by making an appointment via the school office. Class teachers are often available on the 
playground at the start of the school day if you need them for a brief conversation. We feel that these 
informal contacts are fundamental in developing a successful relationship between home and school.  

Parent Noticeboard 

We have a notice board on the Key Stage Two playground where parents, children and local associations 
may place notices and advertisements. Please see the Headteacher if you would like to make use of it.  

FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF PIKEMERE SCHOOL 

The FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF PIKEMERE SCHOOL was established to support the school in providing high 
quality teaching and learning. Pikemere has always had a very well supported PTA. The school has 
benefited from funding for developing the school libraries, playgrounds, educational trips and classrooms. 
All parents are welcome to attend the F&FoP meetings which are held each term at the school. The role of 
parents in school events such as the Easter Bingo, Children’s Discos and the Summer Fayre is vital. For 
further details of how parents can become actively involved in school life contact the school office.  

Parents also support the school in organising the float for the annual summer carnival. 

  
Local Governing Board  
 
Mrs C. Richards Chair  Mrs K. Hulson Vice Chair Mrs S. L. Gohr Headteacher    
Mrs C. Morris   Mrs S. Steele   Miss E Maguire      
Mrs E. Taylor   Mr P. Smith   Mrs H Morris 
        
Clerk to the Governors 
 
Mrs S. Lambeth 
 
SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM 
 
Mrs Gohr   Headteacher    
Mrs Sehne   Deputy Headteacher 
Mrs Johnson   Assistant Head  



Miss Beresford SENDCO  
 
 
 
 
TEACHING STAFF 
 
Mrs S Dodd   Miss Smith  Miss Maguire  Miss Rossiter  
Mrs Greenhall  Mrs K Dodd   Miss Williams  Mrs Crofts   
Mrs Chatterton Mrs Fowler  Mrs Stannard  

COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE 

If parents do feel the need to make a complaint regarding any aspect of school life we would ask that they 
consider the following points –  

We expect all our pupils, staff and parents to listen carefully to each other.  

Parents who are unhappy about something should contact us at once. Minor complaints should be dealt 
with by the class teacher. If you are not satisfied you should contact the Deputy Head Teacher. If you need 
to discuss issues further then please make an appointment with the Headteacher.  

A parent who is still not satisfied should contact the Chair of Governors (or another member of the 
Governing Board). Informal contacts are fundamental in developing good communication channels and 
successful relationships based on trust and understanding between home and school.  

INSURANCE 

As far as insurance is concerned, Cheshire Education Authority has cover to meet its liabilities but, in 
common with most Local Authorities does not have cover for the ‘pure’ accident where no one is to blame. 
Parents may wish to investigate the possibility of taking out personal accident cover for their children 
which would protect them both inside and outside school (when they are supervised) and outside school 
hours (when they are sometimes not supervised). Parents may wish to contact their own insurance to 
arrange suitable cover.  The school does not take responsibility for the insurance of items brought into 
school such as musical instruments.  Items such as these should be covered on the family’s home 
insurance.  

TRANSFER TO SECONDARY EDUCATION 

At the end of the Primary phase the vast majority of pupils transfer to Alsager High School where a close 
liaison exists. Parents do however, have the option of choosing other neighbouring secondary schools if 
they so wish.  

OFSTED SUMMARY REPORT 

All OFTSTED reports are in the public domain and accessible via this link:  
www.ofsted.gov.uk alternatively this is available from our school website.    

 
Headteacher: Mrs S L Gohr 
www.pikemereschool.com 
 

 

 

 

                        

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.pikemereschool.com/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=ofsted+logo&view=detail&id=D7DECFD5C334CB50BCB944EE111494DAD5F27291&qpvt=ofsted+logo&FORM=IDFRIR

