
                              
                                                

 
 
 
 

 

Newsletter 29th April 2019 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
Welcome back to you all after the Easter holidays; we hope you enjoyed spending time with your families in the 
beautiful early summer weather. We are not sure what has happened to the sun, but we are reliably informed it 
will come back soon! 

 
Living Museum and 50th Birthday celebrations 
A huge ‘thank you’ to all of you who came along to help us celebrate our 50th birthday and share the wonderful 
work we had done last term in our Living History Museum. We hope you had as much fun as we did and our 
children as always did us proud. We are also grateful to those families who bought their child’s artwork displayed in 
our very own art exhibition. The exhibition has meant that we have been able to raise more money for school. 
Thanks also go to those of you who provided cakes and biscuits. We are very grateful. 
 

Easter Bingo 
We hope you enjoyed the super Easter Bingo event that the Year 5 and 6 parents organised before the holidays. As 
always it was well attended and a lot of chocolate was won and consumed that night! At the last count, the event 
raised over £700. Again a massive ‘thank you’ to those of you who donated eggs, attended the event with your 
families and to the Year 5 and 6 parents for organising it and supplying raffle prizes. 
 

Book Fair 
Just to remind you that the Book Fair is on after school until Wednesday 4.30pm. Don’t forget to use your ‘3 for 2’ 
voucher to grab some quality, book bargains. You could even stock up for Christmas and if you need more 
vouchers, we have some more so please ask! 

 
Sport at Pikemere 
We are fortunate to have some very talented sportsmen/women at Pikemere. Last term, we came 2nd  overall out 
of the 6 local primaries in the Cross Country event, with our Year 5/6 boys and girls and Year3/4 mixed teams 
finishing 2nd in their individual events, also our Year 5/6 dodgeball team came 2nd. Not only do they excel at the 
wide variety of sports and competitions we enter, but our school is known to be champions of ‘Sportsmanship’ too, 
an honour of which, we are incredibly proud. This term promises to be very busy again with swimming galas, mixed 
age Orienteering, Racket Sports, Handball and culminating in Alsager Schools Town Sports evening held at Alsager 
Highfields. We will be defending the trophy this year as our amazing sports people won the competition for the first 
time last year! Go Pikemere! Thank you once again, to the parents who support us with these events as we do rely 
on you getting your child to the various locations in order to compete and to Mr Ollier for organising them. 

 
Easy Peasy App 
Thank you to all of the parents that signed up to trial our Easy Peasy app, as part of our Emotional Health and Well-
Being project. Unbelievably, we are now nearly half way through the 20 week program and enjoying receiving the 
weekly feedback from parents on the activities suggested. Thank you for persevering with the activities and sharing 
your thoughts with both the school and the Easy Peasy trial team. 

 
EYFS People and Communities- Occupations 
We are always looking for volunteers to come to talk to the children about the different jobs that they do. Last 
term, we explored the inside of a fire engine and spoke to firefighters, and in previous years we have been lucky 



enough to learn about what a vet, doctor, baker, computer technician, nursery nurse (to name but a few) do in 
their everyday work. If you could spare 20 minutes for our wonderful children to hear about your occupation and 
to ask questions, please speak to one of the EYFS staff who will be delighted to arrange a time to come in that is 
convenient for you. 
 

Dyslexia Coffee Afternoon 
We are delighted to invite you to our Dyslexia Coffee Afternoon on Friday 10th May from 2.15- 3.15 pm.  
Jane Chatterton (Certified Dyslexia Specialist) will deliver a workshop on understanding Dyslexia, literacy difficulties 
in the classroom and practical strategies to use at home. 
The workshop will be aimed at parents and carers with children with additional needs, with or without a diagnosis 
of Dyslexia. There is no booking required and refreshments will be provided. 
 

Maths at Pikemere 
We will be engaging with other schools in the Alsager Community Trust, with a week long Maths themed problem 
solving week, starting Monday 17th June. We will be visited by the Stoke City Community team who promote and 
deliver Premier League Primary Stars activities. On Monday 17th June, they will deliver a whole school assembly and 
then work with each class from EYFS to Year 6 on maths problem solving activities related to money. We are very 
grateful to the Alsager Education Foundation, who have funded these workshops for all the primary age children in 
Alsager. Look out for updates on our twitter feed. As part of this week, we would also like to invite parents into 
school to talk to the children either in class or in an assembly about how they use maths in their day to day job. We 
have already secured PCSO Sophie Bowman, who will come and talk about how she uses her maths skills as a police 
officer. If you would like to be involved in some way, but maybe feel a little nervous about it, come and talk to Mrs 
Sehné and she will hopefully reassure and support you. There will be other problem solving activities happening 
during the afternoons of this week. 
 

Times Tables 
We are continuing to learn our times tables with Year 1 securing counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. In Year 2, the children 
learn these tables and how to count in 3s. In Year 3, the children learn their 3s, 4s and 8s and by the end of Year 4, 
the children should know all their tables to 12. As we have said before, research shows that rapid recall of times 
tables frees up working memory to solve more complex mathematical problems, so they are definitely worth 
learning! Please help your child with this important skill and there are a variety of resources/Apps, some are even 
free, to help you with this. 

 BBC Supermovers 

 Hit The Button  

 Maths Frame 

 Top Marks 

 Maths Rocksx 
Please speak to Mrs Sehné or your child’s class teacher if you need support with this.  
 

Open Mornings 
We are trialling these in the summer term this year (see dates below)as we have previously held them in the spring 
term and sometimes the weather has conspired against us with snow, sleet and freezing temperatures.  Hopefully, 
the weather will be kind to us and will allow some of our planned activities to take place outside! You are invited to 
spend up till 11 am with your child, experiencing some of the activities and learning that they are currently working 
on. You do not have to spend the whole morning in school, but these occasions have proven to be so popular with 
parents and children, so come along and get involved! 
 

Sun Cream, Hats, Water Bottles and Raincoats! 
Due to our changeable British summer, we may encounter several seasons in one day! During hotter, sunny days,  
please remember to send in a named water bottle and named hat for your child to keep cool in the heat. 
Unfortunately, we are unable to apply sun cream, so a ‘once a day’ cream applied before school is always the best 
option. Alternatively, your child can apply cream by themselves during the day (under supervision for younger 



children). A raincoat for colder, wet days is also recommended as we will always aim to go out at playtime for some 
much enjoyed fresh air and exercise. 
 

Ice Cream at Pikemere 
A big ‘thank you’ to Mr Smart who has begun his Summer term job of selling Ice creams on the Key Stage 
2 playground after school on a Friday. We are hoping to sell these during our school sports day at the end 
of June if we can find enough people to man the freezer! Please speak to the office or Mr Smart if you can 
help out. 
 
A message from the School Council  
So far, this year has been very busy for the School Council. It all started with the Macmillan Coffee Morning where 
we raised £412. Then in November, we had a Wacky Hair Day for ‘Children In Need’ and raised £206. In December, 
we challenged the children to read between 3 and 5 books and write a review about them. In January, we 
organised a spelling competition. Once again this was a tremendous success with Elm winning the cup and most 
children in school learning spellings that were a little tricky! As we move into this last term, we are busy organising 
a Sponsored Walk and a Maths challenge for after half term.  
At the moment, we are working with the Year 5 pupils to promote the roles of Sports Ambassadors and School 
Council reps for next year. The Year 5 children have written letters to Mrs Gohr explaining why they would be the 
right person for a particular role. In line with our democratic principles, we have organised 2 days of ‘Hustings’ 
where those pupils who have applied for a particular role will have 1 ½ minutes to explain to the rest of the school 
why they are the best person for the role. Following these hustings, there will be a whole school vote with a secret 
ballot where every child and adult in the school will have to vote for the pupil they think are best for the role. These 
votes will be counted and verified and the results will be announced later in the half term so that the new reps and 
ambassadors can shadow the Year 6 pupils currently fulfilling these roles. 

 
Class photos  
Just to remind you that class photos will be taken with class teachers and teaching assistants on Thursday 2nd May. 
Please ensure that your child is wearing their school uniform along with their Pikemere jumper or cardigan. 

 
Garden beds and Alsager in Bloom 
With the return of the warmer weather, we are beginning to look at improving the outdoor environment of our 
school with view to utilising it for our learning. We have already weeded and prepared our class garden beds, but 
now we need to look to fill them with plants and vegetables that will not only look beautiful but will attract 
butterflies and bees and possibly provide some produce for our school kitchen to use. With our ever-tightening 
school budget, we would like to ask if there are any parents who could donate any plants, seeds, vegetables, 
compost or bark chippings for us to use? If you can, please send them into your child’s class or to the main office.  
In addition to the garden beds, we have been asked to enter 2 tubs to the Alsager In Bloom competition along with 
the other schools in town.  
Years 1 and 2 will decorate and fill one with the theme of ‘Bees’ and Years 3 and 4 will do the same with theirs with 
the theme of Butterflies, both are linked to science topics. The tubs have been provided, but they are huge and 
empty! If you could help with any compost or plants for either of these tubs, please speak to your child’s class 
teacher. 

 
Year 6 SATs 
As many of you will know, Year 6 will be taking their SATs (Statutory Assessment Tests) the week beginning May 
13th. We would like to say how proud we are of all our Year 6 children and know they will try their best as they 
always do. We wish them luck. If any of them would like to take advantage of our Special SATs Breakfast club that 
week, where we provide breakfast and a giggle for any last minute nerves, please let the office know so we can 
order and prepare food. There will be no charge for this. 
 
E Safety Message 
Here is a new resource we think might be useful to our younger Key Stage One children. 



 
As the nights are now lighter and more children are playing out, it is more important than ever that children do not 
share personal details with anyone they may be chatting to on the internet. Parks are places where strangers get 
talking to young people about their leisure activities.  
Our messages are; 

 never arrange to meet someone that you do not know 

 never give out your full name, address or telephone number to anyone, even if you think you know them 

 be careful of ‘Facetiming’ friends. This is for parents…Recent training revealed that a Police Officer’s eleven 
year old daughter was ‘facetiming’ her friend at teatime and nearly caught sight of her friend’s mother who had 
just got out of the shower! 

 For all e safety information, please click on the links below 
www.internetmatters.org 
www.thinkuknow.co.uk 

www.vodafonefoundation.org 
www.parentzone.org.uk 

 
Half term Holiday Club 
We will be running a Holiday Club during May Half Term, including the Inset day on Monday 3rd June 
2019.  There will be an “Early Bird” offer of £15.00 a day for a 9am to 4pm session and £22.50 for a 
8.00am to 5.30pm session.  This offer is for the first child only and does not include siblings, who already 
receive a discounted rate.  Activities for this half term will include a Football Development Day with Mr 
Ollier on Thursday 30th May.  Places for this are limited so please book early.  There will also be arts and 
crafts, cake decorating, movie making, puppets, ice cream sundaes & create your own monster.  Full 
details of which activities will take place on which days will be advertised shortly.  Look out for details on 
Parentmail. 
 
There will also be a Holiday Club running through summer and details of which weeks we will be open will 
follow shortly, again through Parentmail. If you have any questions regarding Pikemere & Excalibur 
Holiday Club please speak to the School Office 
 
And finally…our positivity quote 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE! 

THE WORD ITSELF SAYS 

I’M POSSIBLE! 

Audrey Hepburn 

Actress 

http://www.internetmatters.org/
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
http://www.vodafonefoundation.org/
http://www.parentzone.org.uk/


 
Diary Dates 

 
 

26.04.19 
- 
01.05.19 

Book Fair  3.15pm 
- 
4.30pm 

29.04.19 Year 3 Swimming starts x 10 weeks.  1.30pm 
- 
3.00pm 

30.04.19 Year 2 Swimming starts x 10 weeks.  1.30pm 
- 
3.00pm 

02.05.19 Tempest Class Photos  

02.05.19 Year 5 Brass Instrument lessons begin  

02.05.19 Year 5/6 Swimming Gala At Alsager Leisure Centre.  2.30pm 
- 
4.30pm 

03.05.19 Year 4 Swimming starts x 10 weeks.  1.30pm  
- 
3.00pm 

09.05.19 Open Age Orienteering. See separate letter 
Alsager School Field 

3.30pm 
- 
4.30pm 

13.05.19 
- 
16.05.19 

Year 6 SATs 
Please ensure all Year 6 children are in school 
*******Free breakfast club provided from 8.15am. Please let office know if 
your child will be coming******** 

 

15.05.19 Year 2 Wingate Residential Parents Information evening 
Year 2 classroom 

4.00pm 
- 
4.30pm 

16.05.19 Year 3/4 Swimming Gala At Alsager Leisure Centre. See separate letter 2.30pm 
- 
4.30pm 

20.05.19 Tempest photographs Year 6/Groups  

23.05.19 Year 4 Library Visit at Alsager School.  See separate letter 1,130pm 
- 
3.00pm 

23.05.19 Racket Sports Year ¾. See separate letter 3,30pm 
- 
4.30pm 

24.05.19 Open Mornings EYFS/Y1/Y4/Y6 9.00am 
- 
11.00am 

24.05.19 Break up for half term  

03.06.19 INSET DAY  

04.06.19 School opens  



05.06.19 New Starters Parents Information evening 
School Hall 

6.00pm 
- 
7.00pm 

05.06.19 
- 
07.06.19 

Year 6 Residential to Menai  

07.06.19 Open Mornings Y2/Y3/Y5 9.00am 
- 
11.00am 

10.06.19 
- 
14.06.19 

Phonic check week for Year 1 and Year 2  

13.06.19 Year 5 Activity Day at Alsager School. See separate letter 9.30am 
- 
2.30pm 

13.06.19 Year 5/6 Rounders Alsager School. See separate letter 3.30pm-4.30pm 

14.06.19 Read with Dad.  2.45pm 
- 
3.15pm 

20.06.19 
- 
21.06.19 

Year 2 overnight residential to Wingate Centre  

24.06.19 Town Sports Interschool Athletics Competition Year 2 – Year 6. See separate 
letter 

4.30pm 
- 
6.30pm 
TBC 

26.06.19 SAVE THE DATE 
Sports Day- weather permitting 
EYFS/KS1 Sports Morning  
 
 
 
Whole School Family Picnic 
 
 
 
KS2 Sports Afternoon 

 
 
9.30am 
- 
12.00 
 
12.00 
- 
1.15pm 
 
1.15pm 
- 
3.15pm 

09.07.19 KS2 Summer Production Matinee performance. Details to follow 
 
 
 
 
Evening Performance 1 

1.30pm 
- 
2.30pm 
TBC 
 
6.00pm 
- 
7.00pm 

10.07.19 KS2 Summer Production-  Evening performance 2 6.00pm 
- 
7.00pm 

11.07.19 
- 

Year 4/5 Bikeability. Details to follow  



12.07.19 

12.07.19 Children’s reports sent out to parents  

15.07.19 Parent drop ins with class teachers following reports 3.30pm 
- 
4.30pm 

19.07.19 Break up for the Summer  

03.09.19 Autumn Term begins for the children  

 


