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Dear Parents, 
 
RE: - Head lice 
 
We have recently received reports of children with head lice across the school.  Head lice are not particular about 
whose head they inhabit but early detection can prevent them from hatching and spreading.   I would really 
appreciate it if all parents could check their children’s hair regularly so we keep this problem to a minimum. 
 
Please be extra vigilant when checking your child's hair and if you discover live lice or their eggs you should take 
advice from your pharmacist and treat immediately.  Your pharmacist will also be able to provide prevention 
information to reduce the risk of a reoccurrence.  Regular combing (not brushing) will ensure stray eggs are damaged 
and as a result do not hatch.  You do not need to go to a Doctor and your child may return to school after they have 
used a treatment. 
 
Head lice eggs are dull in colour and hard to see.  Head lice can take up to 10 days to hatch and a further 6 – 14 days 
to become fully grown and this is when they can move from head to head.  Once the lice have hatched, they leave 
behind empty egg sacs, which are white and much easier to see.  Many people make the mistake of thinking that the 
empty egg sacs (also known as “nits”) are head lice when they are actually evidence of a previous infection.  
 
Please follow these links for more detailed information. Information can also be found on our web site 
www.pikemereschool.com 
 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/ 
 
As soon as the lice have been successfully treated your child may return to school but please remember that this will 
need repeating a week later and you should continue to check and comb your whole family’s hair to prevent 
reoccurrence.   
  
  
Thank you for your help. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mrs S L Gohr 
Headteacher 
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