
 
                 7th September 2017 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome back to the new school year at Pikemere!  I hope you have enjoyed some quality family time and that the 

children are well rested and ready for the exciting term ahead.  The children all look very smart in their new school 

uniforms and I have already heard some great holiday stories during lunchtimes. 

 

I would like to extend an especially warm welcome to the new families starting with us this year.   I’m sure you’ll make 

the families welcome too!  

  

I would also like to welcome Miss Williams, Miss Elliott to the teaching staff!   Miss Williams will be teaching 

Foundation Stage 1 (Pre School) and Miss Elliott will be teaching Year 1.   

 

Mrs Gohr 

We have tried to reformat the Newsletter this year so that it is clearer for parents to navigate to the relevant 

areas.  The Whole School relates to all children; Early Years Foundation Stage is for children in Foundation 

Stage One (Nursery) and Foundation Stage Two (Reception); Key Stage One is for children in Years 1 and 2 

and Key Stage Two is for the children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6.  This term promises to be full of exciting and 

engaging learning activities, including our creative month, which will conclude with an autumn farmers’ market!  

Mrs Sehne and Mrs Johnson 
 

Whole School  

Thank you 

Thank you for all of your kind thoughts and gifts at the end of the school year. We wish the children all the best in their 

new classes and are confident that they will build on all of their successes so far. 

 

Water Bottles 

As part of our healthy schools initiative, please ensure that your child brings a named water bottle to school in order to 

keep them hydrated throughout the school day. Please fill bottles with water only. 

 

Morning Routines 

When the whistle is blown on the playground at 8.55am, the children will become the responsibility of the class teacher. 

As a result, may we ask that all parents move away from the line in order to ensure a smooth and safe transition into the 

classroom. Staff will be available on the playground for short messages from 8.50am - if you require a longer chat with 

the class teacher, please arrange a separate time to do so. As always, we operate an open door policy and are happy to 

discuss any worries, however small.  

 



Curriculum Brochure and Welcome Letters 

Individual class curriculum brochures and welcome letters are now available to view on the school website.  

Class Rewards and Star Awards 

At Pikemere, we are very keen to celebrate hard work, good behaviour and effort. As a result, we have many opportunities 

to recognise these key skills throughout school ranging from team points, class dojos, pupil of the day, ‘shout-out boards’, 

stickers and star awards. Each class teacher uses their own individual systems, therefore children may receive a 

combination of the rewards, but not necessarily all of them, throughout the year.  

PE Kits, Swimming Kits and Musical Instruments 

We encourage all children to take responsibility for ensuring that they have their PE kits, swimming kits and any musical 

instruments required in school on the day that they are needed. The office staff are only able to phone home about 

missing equipment under exceptional circumstances. 

House Colour Reminders 

As a reminder, Pikemere’s team point colours are: 

Ash-Red    Elm- Green  Oak-Yellow   Beech-Blue   

It’s Good To Be Green 

Here at Pikemere School, we aim to provide a happy atmosphere 

in which staff and parents work together for the welfare of all our 

children. We expect the children to behave as well in school as you 

would expect them to behave at home and take responsibility for 

their actions. Last year, we introduced a whole school approach to 

encouraging good behaviour and it has had very positive feedback 

from parents, children and staff alike. For those of you who are new 

to Pikemere, we are hoping that your child has told you about our 

new Good to be Green behaviour charts in each classroom. They 

are helping to provide us with a consistent approach to dealing with 

behaviour in school, as well as providing an excellent model of 

behaviour that we know promotes learning. We encourage the 

children to listen carefully, follow instructions, join in with 

discussions, take turns and use their manners at all times. 

Each child starts each day with a green card showing that “It’s Good To Be Green”. During the day, all children 

who follow the school rules will stay on green. However, any child who makes the wrong choices about their 

behaviour will be asked to move their card. They turn their card so that it is standing up. If they go on to make 

a further wrong choice they will be given an amber warning card and they miss 5 minutes of their playtime. A 

further breach in behaviour results in a red consequence card. They will then be spoken to by a senior teacher 

and may have another consequence depending on the type of inappropriate behaviour. E.g. a child who hurts 

another child may have to make a sorry card or miss part of their playtime. Amber and red card behaviour is 

recorded in the class behaviour book and parents are spoken to.  
 

Farmers’ Market  

We are thrilled to announce our ‘Creative Month’ which will take place between Monday 25
th

 September and Friday 20
th

 

October. The children will engage in a wide variety of activities, including cooking with the ‘Fun Food Chef’, learning 

where our food comes from with Tesco’s ‘Farm to Fork’ and taking part in workshops with a safari ranger from Chester 

Zoo! Our creative curriculum month will conclude with a farmers’ market, which will be held in the school hall, selling 

all of the produce and items that the children will have made over the course of the event.  Further information will 

follow in the coming weeks. 

 



Curriculum Evenings 

Curriculum evenings provide an invaluable opportunity to find out more about specific class routines and teaching points. 

They take the form of a short presentation from class teachers, with the chance to ask questions afterwards. Please see 

‘Diary Dates’ below for more details. 

Parentmail 

A reminder that all payments should be made through Parentmail for dinners, trips and uniform stock kept in school.  

New families will be registered over the next week. Snack payments should be sent with your child on the day in a small 

named purse/wallet. (Y1-Y6 only) 

Please remember to update Parentmail with any changes to mobile telephone numbers or email addresses. 

MacMillan Coffee Morning 

Mrs Shortland and the School Council are organising a MacMillan Coffee morning on 29
th

 September 2017.  Donations 

of cakes would be gratefully received.  If any parents are available to help on the day please let Mrs Shortland or the 

school office know. Doors open at 9am and the event will finish at about 10am.  Entrance is £1 for a drink and a piece 

of cake. Parents can buy additional cakes if they so wish.  If anyone has any raffle prizes they would like to donate this 

would be appreciated and will assist with our fund raising. 

Dinners 

Next week, 11
th

 September 2017 we will be on week One. Children can choose on a daily basis if they want to be on 

dinners and no notification period is required to move from hot meals to sandwiches.  Dinners for Reception to Year 2 

are still free and we have maintained a cost of £2.20 for children in Years 3 – 6 and FS1.  Copies of the weekly menu 

can be found on the school web site www.pikemereschool.com.  Snack money for Years 1- 6 should be sent into school 

in a small named purse or wallet.   

Web Site 

Copies of all letters and newsletters are on the school web site www.pikemereschool.com along with a wide range of 

helpful information including sports activities, after school clubs and holiday dates.  Please refer to the web site on a 

regular basis to ensure you have all the relevant up to date information.  Medical forms are also available on this site. 

Data Collection Forms 

Every child has been sent home with a Data Collection form and an Information form.  It is imperative that these are 

returned no later than Friday 15
th

 September 2017.  Each child needs a separate return as it requests information relating 

to the individuals’ needs. Please ensure every child has at least two people named as emergency contacts. It is very 

important that parents notify the school in writing if anything advised on these forms changes. 

Coats 

Now the weather is beginning to change, can you please ensure that your child has a coat and sensible shoes in school. 

Summer Reading Challenge 

The Summer Reading challenge finishes this weekend. Please make sure you let the library know what you have been 

reading. 31 of our children took part this year. 

EYFS and Key Stage One 

EYFS Passwords 

In order to keep all of our EYFS children safe at the end of the school day, we are introducing a new verbal password 

system. Please inform your child’s class teacher if anyone different is scheduled to collect them from school, and provide 

http://www.pikemereschool.com/
http://www.pikemereschool.com/


them with a verbal password that has been previously agreed with the teacher. We recommend that all children are 

collected by an adult over the age of 16. 

Key Stage Two 

Walking Home 

For the safety of all of the children, if you would like your child to walk home unaccompanied please ensure this is 

marked on your child’s Information Form.  If this changes throughout the year please notify the school office in writing. 

Diary Dates 
 Please see the correspondence from individual clubs for their start dates and 

times.  These are all available on the web site www.pikemereschool.com 
 

 

25.09.17 Start of our Creative Month  

29.09.17 Macmillan Coffee Morning in school hall. 9.00am to 10.00am 

11.10.17 Start of Book Fair  

17.10.17 Parents Evening All Classes  3.30pm to 6.30pm 

19.10.17 Parents Evening All Classes  3.30pm to 6.30pm 

20.10.17 Farmers Market   

20.10.17 Finish for Half term  

30.10.17 INSET DAY  

31..10.17 School opens for children  

03.11.17 Year 6 Assembly  9.00am 

10.11.17 Year 5 Assembly   9.00am 

15.11.17 Fluenz (Rec – Year 4)  

17.11.17 Year 4 Assembly  9.00am 

24.11.17 Year 3 Assembly  9.00am 

06.12.17 FS1 Christmas Production  

13.12.17 KS1 Christmas Production  2.00pm 

14.12.17 Christ Church Over 70’s  Choir only  

15.12.17 KS2 New Vic Treasure Island  

18.12.17 KS1 Alsager Civic Hall Snow White  

18.12.17 KS1 Christmas Party  

18.12.17 KS2 Carol Concert Christ Church  

19.12.17 KS2 Christmas Party  

20.12.17 Whole School Carol Service and Christmas Dinner  

20.12.17 Finish for Christmas  

http://www.pikemereschool.com/


 


