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PINS Coffee morning

 Today we are covering : 

 What is a Parent Carer Forum?

 What is coproduction?

 What is the Partnership for the Inclusion of Neurodiversity in Schools (PINS)?

 Raffle!

 Next Steps and Contacts



What is a Parent Carer Forum?

• Children & Families Act 2014 / SEND Code of Practice 2015

“Parent Carer Forums are representative local groups of parents and carers of 

children and young people with disabilities who work alongside local authorities, 

education, health and other service providers to ensure the services they plan, 

commission, deliver and monitor meet the needs of children and families. Parent 

Carer Forums have been established in most local areas and local authorities are 

actively encouraged to work with them.”



Slide from Contact



Slide from Contact



Cheshire East parent carer forum 

 Any parent-carer with a child or young person 
(age 0-25) with additional needs, living in 
Cheshire East can join 

 Members get a FREE max card to members – a 
discount card for families with children with 
SEND.

 Gather member views about local services, 
health and social care and feed back to help 
improve services across Cheshire East 

 FREE training for our members - including 
around sleep, dyslexia, EHCPs, SEN Support etc 

 Run our Facebook group (4400 members) which 
offers peer support, advice and signposting

 Attend coffee mornings 

 We are all parent carers ourselves and are a 
member led organisation.



Slide from NNPCF









Partnership for Inclusion of 

Neurodiversity Pilot (PINS)

 A joint project involving NHS, Department of education and 
the National Network of PCFs.

 Aimed at enhancing the educational experience of 
neurodiverse children within mainstream primary schools.

 The PINS project was inspired by the success of the 
national Autism in Schools (AiS) project

 Its goal is meeting the needs of children with Special 
Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) in mainstream 
schools.

 Encourages collaboration between health and education 
specialists, expert parent carers, and schools.

 PINS aims to improve outcomes across attainment, 
attendance, and well-being.

 School get offered additional training on neurodiversity and 
support. 



PINS – Role of the PCFs 

 Carrying out parent carer surveys for all schools 
taking part in PINS

 Making parents aware of the local Parent Carer 
Forum.

 Signposting parents to local resources and the 
local offer

 Supporting parents to form peer support 
groups or coproduction groups to work with their 
school. 

 Support parents and staff being able to 
coproduce provisions and adaptations for their 
children in schools.



Your school 

survey results

Do you feel your child is 

included in the wider school 

community?



Your school 

survey results

How well does the school 

communicate with you about 

your child's development and 

education?



Your school 

survey results

Do you feel that the school 

supports/makes reasonable 

adjustments to extra-

curricular activities and 

enrichment?  eg trips, special 

events, visitors into school.



Your school 

survey results

Do you feel your views are 

heard and valued when 

communicating with the 

school about your child?



Your school survey 

results – quotes

We have found the level of SEN Support 

exceptional, Miss Beresford is proactive 

and supportive and very approachable 

with concerns

My child has had a good school 

relationship with staff and other 

children

Pikemere has been strong, 

welcoming and supportive with my 

child's additional needs

I feel the process for gaining support 

is too long



Raffle 



Spring Term Coffee 

morning

o PINS resource box

o The CE Local offer

o What is Inclusion?  – The CE SEND 

Toolkit for Inclusion

o Forming a peer support group for your 

school.



We are looking for more volunteers 

Hold coffee mornings and events 

PINS

Represent members experiences at  meetings with public services

Check new policies

Support our social media 

Join in whatever way suits you best,

At whatever role – parent rep, steering group member, officer 



Resources and links 

 Cheshire East Parent Carer Forum

o Cheshire East Parent Carer Forum

 The Cheshire East Local Offer 

o Local Offer quick links

 The Cheshire East Toolkit for Inclusion

o Toolkit for inclusion

 Family Hub digital offer

o Family Hubs

o We will cover the local offer and SEND Toolkit  
more in a future coffee morning

https://www.cepcf.org/
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/livewell/local-offer-for-children-with-sen-and-disabilities/what-is-the-local-offer/local-offer-quick-links.aspx
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/livewell/local-offer-for-children-with-sen-and-disabilities/education/supporting-send-in-education/toolkit-for-inclusion.aspx
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/livewell/care-and-support-for-children/family-hubs/family-hubs.aspx


THANK YOU 

FOR JOINING 

US TODAY!

Cheshire East PCF Website


